
Raagmala
and Indian classical music



Raag (rwg): musical melodies; 
musical measures.

Mala (mwlw): garland; list.



Ragarnav Mat
rwgwrxc m~q

Shiv Mat
iSv m~q

Krishan Mat
ikRSn m~q

Bharat Mat
Brq m~q

Hanuman Mat
hnUmwn m~q

Sidh Sarsavat Mat
isD swrsv~q m~q

Somnath Mat 
somnwQ m~q

Matang Mat
mqMg m~q



Beautiful	paintings	depicting	Raagmala,	Indian	musical	melodies,	in	
human	form.



Raagmala
and  Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji







A	saroop of	Sri	Guru	Granth	Sahib	
Ji	from	the	National	Museum	in	
Delhi	dating	between	1839	with	
Raagmala and	paintings	to	go	

with	it.



Was Raagmala stolen from 
Gurbani or added to Gurbani?



FACT:

Raag Mala is found in Poet Alam’s poem
Maadhav Nal Kaam Kundla published in 1583,
21 years before the compilation of Sri Guru
Granth Sahib Ji.



VIEW 1: 
RAAGMLA WAS TAKEN FROM A LOVE-POEM 

AND ADDED TO GURBANI:



VIEW 2: 
RAAGMLA WAS STOLEN FROM GURBANI 

AND INCLUDED IN A LOVE-POEM:



When did the Raagmala
controversy first begin?



Kavi Santokh Singh (1783-1843)
Renowned history and poet



Extract	from	Damdami	Taksaal De	Mahapurkh.	Available	on	
www.damdamitaksaal.org





Katha (discourse) from Suraj
Prakash Granth



ilKy smsq svYXy soAU sRI gRMQ swihb ky mWih ]

AMq srb ky iliK muMdwvxI muMidRq muhr lgI jnu vwih ]

Bog skl bwxI ko pwXhu mihmw ijs kI khI nw jwie ]

Bvjl BYrv ko jhwj bz pRBU ikRpw qy pwr prwie ]39]

rwgmwlw sRI gur kI ikRq nihN, hY muMdwvxI lig gur bYn ]

ies mihN nihN sMsY kCu krIAih, jo sMsY Aivlok nYn ]

mwDv nl Awlm kiv kInis, iqs mih inRqkwrI kih qYn ]

rwg rwgnI nwm igny qih, XW qy sRI Arjnu ikRq hY n ]40]

Mention of Raagmala in Suraj Prakash Granth
p. 430-431



British Annexation of Punjab
1849





When did Raagmala become a 
popular issue for debate in the 

Panth?



Giani Gian Singh (1822-1921)
Renowned Sikh historian

“In Samvat 1906 Bikrami (1853 
AD), during the month of Katak, 
at the Dera of Sant Dyaal Singh, 
a large Panthic gathering took 
place. On the Diwali day, after 
detailed exchange of ideas and 
considerations, it was 
concluded that Raag Mala is not 
Gurbani.”



Pandit Tara Singh Narotam
(1822-1891)



Founders of Singh Sabha



Khalsa Smachar Amritsar, weekly paper
Bhai Vir Singh (1872-1957)



Chief Khalsa Diwan
Founded in 1902



Books written in the early 20th century for and against 
Raagmala being included in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji



What is the Sikh Rehat 
Maryada’s stance on 

Raagmala?



Sikh Rehat Maryada published in 1936



Bhai Mohan Singh Nagoke (1898-1969)
Jathedar of Sri Akal Takht Sahib from 1935 to 1948



Sikh Rehat Maryada published in 1945



Master Tara Singh
Giani Lal Singh

Sant Gurbachan Singh

Jatha Bhindran accepted the decree of Sri Akal Takht Sahib





What are the meanings of 
Raagmala found appended to 

Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji?



Line by line translation of Raagmala that is appended to 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji



Explanation given for Raagmala being included in 
Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji



Qwl ivic iqMin vsqU peIE squ sMqoKu vIcwro ]

AMimRq nwmu Twkur kw pieE ijs kw sBsu ADwro ] 

(muMdwvxI m:5, 1429) 

“Upon this Plate (Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji), three things 
have been placed: Truth (of Naam), Contentment (born 

from Naam) and Divine-Knowledge (of earning Naam). The 
Divine Nectar of Naam, the Name of our Lord and Master, 

has only been placed upon it; it is the Support of all.” 
(Mundavaani M:5, 1429).

Explanation given against Raagmala being 
included in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji



In what does Raagmala
conflict with Gurbani?



1. There is no authorization of Raagmala.



2. Raagmala in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
does not flow with the lengths of the 

stanzas (pauVIAW). Some stanzas are of five 
lines, and others two lines.

Raagmala in Madhav
Nal Kaam Kundla (1583)



3. There is a conflict of message between 
Gurbani and Raagmala

pRQm rwg BYrau vY krhI ]

“In the first place is Raag Bhairo.” (Raagmala)

rwgw ivic sRIrwgu hY jy sic Dry ipAwru ] 

“Among the raags, Siree Raag is the supreme, if it inspires you to 
enshrine love for the True Lord.” (Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, Ang 83) 

rwgn mY isrIrwgu pwrs pKwn hY ] 

“Among the Raags Siree Raag is the best, it is the philosophers 
stone.” (Bhai Gurdaas Ji, Vaar 42: Pauri 376)



4. Not all Raags of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji 
are included in Raagmala, and Raags not 

used in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji are 
mentioned.



5. Difference in serialisation of stanzas with 
the rest of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji, i.e. in 
Raagmala ‘]1]’ (the number 1) is used all 
through and at the end it appears twice 

‘]1]]1]’. This style does not follow that used 
in Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji.



6. Raagmala contains no spiritual wisdom, 
it is literally a list of Raags.



7. Raagmala has grammatical errors in it. 

ਰਾਗ ਏਕ ਸੰਗਿ ਪੰਚ ਬਰੰਗਨ ||


